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Since 2000, 13 missioners of the Diocese of Bethlehem have made six visits to our sisters and 
brothers in southern Sudan. Some have made the journey several times. 
 
Not included among the visits to the people of Kajo Keji are Bishop Paul’s 2000 visit to 
Swaziland that launched the Diocese of Bethlehem’s missionary journeys to Africa and a July 
2007 meeting in London of Bishop Paul with new-elected Kajo Kei Bishop Anthony Poggo. 
 
2008 – January 
In a few days, three diocesan missioners will return from southern Sudan: Jo Trepagnier, a 
member of the Cathedral Church of the Nativity, Bethlehem; Earl Trygar, rector of St. Mark’s 
Church, Moscow; and Char Horst, development director for the Diocese of Bethlehem. 
 
Bishop Paul had written earlier to Bishop Anthony about the team’s limited brief. “Their main 
purpose takes its cue from our Lord’s Incarnation: their goal is to be with as many people as 
possible to let them know that their sisters and brothers in Bethlehem know about them, care 
about them, and want to know their story. This was the great teaching we had from Bishop 
Manasseh about the importance of letting people know that they are noticed. 
 
“There are some (comparatively) minor tasks they will address along the way. They are, if 
possible, interested in learning what kind of hands-on ministry people from the US may 
profitably do on the ground in Kajo-Keji, short- and long-term. Of particular interest is what 
youth may do on short-term visits. You had mentioned the possibility of high school and college-
age students who have the requisite skills to help with computer use. The team will be eager to 
know what else can be done by young people with other skill sets.” 
 
2000 – February 
Bethlehem’s relationship on the ground with sisters and brothers in Africa began in February 
2000 when Bishop Paul visited the small country of Swaziland in southern Africa, spending time 
with Dr. Ned and Emily Wallace and Dan and Maggie Land (all, at the time, from Trinity, 
Bethlehem) 
 
“To seek the face of Christ among the suffering and those who care for them,” he spent time at “a 
135-bed mission hospital that is overloaded daily by at least 65 patients and Hospice at Home in 
surrounding villages where requests for assistance double every six months.” 
  
Earlier, he had named Dr. Wallace Medical Missioner for the Diocese of Bethlehem, with a focus 
on AIDS-related activities. Wallace had spent four months a year, since 1991, coordinating a 
medical education, work and service program in a mission hospital in Swaziland, 
 
At that time, HIV/AIDS affected at least a third of the pregnant women in Swaziland, and the 
estimate was that Africa would be looking at 40 million orphans left by AIDS in the next five 
years. 
 
Bishop Paul preached and celebrated in the Swaziland Cathedral and met with clergy, vestry 
members, Bishop Zulu, key lay leaders, medical care workers, intellectuals and lay missioners. "I 
have always known, intellectually," he said at the time, "of the disparity between what we 
Americans take for granted and how most of the world actually lives. Seeing it produced a jumble 



of thoughts and feelings. I was grateful, embarrassed, a little sick, but mostly convinced that it is 
not possible for a Christian to see this much suffering and not lower his own standard of living in 
order to help brothers and sisters. I came back with the determination never again to let myself be 
gulled by our culture into feeling deprived." 
 
2000 – March 
Upon his return from Swaziland, Bishop Paul discussed his experience with members of the 
Diocese of Bethlehem and began to formulate the practical questions about possible diocesan 
partnership to be explored.  
 
In late March and early April, Connie Fegley and Dane Bragg went to Adjumani and Kampala in 
Uganda to meet with Bishop Manasseh Dawidi, the exiled bishop of Kajo Keji and to visit with 
uprooted Christians from southern Sudan, nearly 150,000 refugees, in northern Uganda refugee 
resettlement camps. 
  
“It is my hope,” he said, “that the World Mission committee, which revived so wonderfully last 
year, will bring to our June [2000] convention a plan for us to serve Christ’s neediest people and 
to deepen our contacts with Christians around the world. Our deeper attachment to brothers and 
sisters in the Third World can only mean good things. I’d like to see the day when people from 
our diocese go to Third World countries to do various kinds of ministry.” 
 
Trinity Church, Bethlehem, soon developed a relationship with the Cathedral Church in the 
Diocese of Swaziland. Delegates at the 2000 Convention adopted unanimously a recommendation 
to “establish a companion relationship between the Diocese of Bethlehem and the Diocese of 
Kajo-Keji in the Episcopal Church of the Sudan, whose leaders and many parishioners are now in 
exile in Uganda.” The formal partnership was signed in 2001 by Bishop Paul and Bishop 
Manasseh. 
 
2002 
Four Diocese of Bethlehem representatives visited Kajo Keji in late July and early August, 2002. 
The team was selected with specific goals in mind. 
 
Dr. Randall Fegley, who had lived and taught in the Sudan several years ago and taught about 
Sudan and Africa at Penn State, was the team’s education expert. Jack Moulton, an agriculture 
specialist with African experience who had recently retired from the Pennsylvania Department of 
Agriculture, looked carefully at agricultural issues in Kajo Keji. The Rev. Elizabeth Moulton and 
Archdeacon Rick Cluett looked specifically at needs of the Diocese of Kajo Keji as they spent 
time with Bishop Manasseh and the clergy and people in local congregations. 
 
“Before our trip we had requested meetings with specific people, some by name, others by 
position or title,” said Cluett. “We met everyone we wanted to meet. We saw as much as possible 
of life in the refugee camps of Uganda and the communities in Kajo Keji as could be put into our 
days.” 
 
“One day we heard a loud explosion, a few hundred yards away,” Cluett said. “A farmer struck a 
landmine with his hoe. There was nothing left of him. Realities of life in Kajo Keji came clear in 
a new way.” 
 
Soon after the team’s return, the World Mission committee listed specific projects that might be 
undertaken by parishes, youth groups, ECW groups, prayer groups, individuals, clergy, diocesan 
leaders and the World Mission committee itself. 



 
Jack Moulton returned to Kajo Keji in May 2003 to assist in redevelopment on a parish level by 
teaching, training the trainer and helping to develop agricultural cooperatives. “I came back to 
Kajo Keji to retrieve my heart that I left there last year However, my heart is still there and I will 
have to go back again and retrieve it. I left Kajo Keji last year with moist eyes after seeing and 
witnessing the devastation and despair, but this time my eyes were moist with joy for all that has 
happened within the last eight months. My work in agricultural development and community 
development is only beginning.” 
 
2005 
In January 2005, Bishop Paul and Diana Marshall spent an intensive five days with sisters and 
brothers in Kajo Keji.  
 
They addressed 17 gatherings. Bishop Paul preached at least three times each day, observing the 
local minimum of 45 minutes, and was invited to ordain 34 African deacons and three priests for 
the war-torn diocese on the Feast of the Epiphany. As he concluded the priesthood ordination 
formula for Joyce Doru, the large outdoor congregation broke into sustained applause and 
singing.  
 
They laid foundation stones for the new Theological College building (on the site of the 
destroyed one) and for the Mothers’ Union Training Center. 
 
The primary purpose of the visit, Bishop Paul said, was to respond to what was said in the 
invitation: how much it would mean to the people of Kajo Keji just to know that we know they 
are there. 
  
Diana Marshall, upon laying the foundation stone of the Women’s Training Center, observed that 
the church in the U. S. is grateful to have heard the wisdom of African men for some time, but 
that the African witness will be fully present in Anglicanism when women’s wisdom is celebrated 
and revered by all. “It is time to hear the voices of African women.” 
 
The Training Center will provide young women with education and skills to build a life for 
themselves with a new independence and to take their places in local governments and 
economies. Diocesan programs already provide training in sewing and tailoring, also equipping 
women for their eventual roles in government and public administration – roles not previously 
available in the Islamic regime. The site will eventually include a nursery school and health 
center. 
 
Mrs. Marshall’s world is “much larger or much smaller now, depending on how I look at it. The 
people of Kajo Keji are very real to me and I feel connected to them as brothers and sisters. They 
have made my world larger. But Africa is no longer so far away as it once seemed. I am very 
aware of being a part of the entire world, not an isolated portion, and that means being a part of a 
community that is worldwide, with all that being a part of a community entails. 
 
“I was not prepared for many aspects of this journey,” she said. “The first was the immediate 
connection I felt to the Kuku people and the warmth and genuineness of their love for us. 
 
“I was not prepared to be accompanied by armed guards, to see only shells of bombed out 
structures and temporary mud tukuls replacing more permanent homes that have been destroyed 
repeatedly, to see the ruins of two cathedrals, to see children wearing rags along with smiles that 
covered their entire faces. Nor was I prepared, in the midst of such deprivation to witness the 



most joyful worship I have ever encountered, or to see 34 deacons and three priests (one a 
woman) ordained by an American bishop from Bethlehem.” 
 
At the site of the Dr. Katherine L. Moulton Memorial Secondary School, arising next to the 
bombed-out shells of former school buildings, Diana spoke of attending Katherine Moulton’s 
funeral, and what a heavy day that was for everyone, adding that the erection of this school in 
Katherine’s memory was an important part of the healing of the Moulton family’s grief. 
 
 “A broiling bus ride remains the major moment of conviction in my life: in the heat, dirt, and 
physical danger of that journey I knew we are called to work selflessly with these fellow 
members of Christ,” Bishop Paul said. 
 
Bishop Manasseh wrote later to Bishop Paul and Diana: “Your visit brought to us untold 
joy. It was during your visit that peace was signed in Sudan. You were the very important 
and unforgettable guests who came and worked together with us. My sister was among 
those you ordained.  
 
“It was probably the first time for you to sleep in an African hut (tukul). It was good that you 
came and witnessed the effects of war upon us in the Sudan. You have been hearing and reading 
from the papers which was not enough, but you have now witnessed the horrors of war which is 
painful to take (or even to take photos) as the views appear in ones eyes.” 
 
A few months after returning home, Bishop Paul and Diana made six presentations about 
their visit at locations around the Diocese of Bethlehem. 
 
2007 – January 
In January of 2007, four missioners from our Diocese spent five full days in meetings with 
representatives of the Diocese of Kajo Keji and its various ministries. 
 
They were Archdeacon Stringfellow, Charlie Barebo, Jo Trepagnier, member of the Cathedral 
Church of the Nativity, Bethlehem, and the diocesan World Mission committee, and Randall 
Fegley, professor of political science at Penn State, expert in African studies, member of Christ 
Church, Reading, and member of the diocesan World Mission committee. 
 
They immersed themselves in the life of Kajo Keji, visiting six schools, an orphanage, a 
displacement camp, the site of the proposed center of the diocese which will house the cathedral, 
the theological college, the bishop’s house, an agricultural center and a primary and secondary 
school. They met with local officials and clergy, teachers, representatives of the Mothers’ Union 
and heard them talk about their priorities and dreams. 
 
“I now know and respect the Kajo Keji diocesan staff and archdeacons and more clearly 
understand their leadership, and their vision of the future of the Sudan and their incredible 
challenges,” said Trepagnier 
 
“The roads have not been graded or paved in years. Most people walk, a few have bicycles and a 
very few have motorcycles. 
 
“No electricity or running water means that much of every day is spent getting water at the 
nearest well, (could be a mile away) and gathering your food for the day. No refrigerators mean 



no milk products, no leftovers. No money means no shopping. Our main diet was starch and eggs 
and our hosts offered our team valuable meat. 
 
“There is no clear secular life. They talk about, sing about, dance about God and Jesus in all parts 
of their day. Almost every family we met talked about some type of mental illness in their family. 
Suicide, depression is common place. Sons that had been kidnapped. Girls that could not 
function. They are hopeful and hopeless at the same time. 
 
“The women of Kajo Keji have official and unofficial roles that show great leadership. Projects 
like teaching women to sew, and cook and make soap are active. Some of the headmasters are 
women and the head of the orphanages is a woman and there is one woman on the Diocesan staff. 
 
“January in Southern Sudan is hot and dry but every day, particularly in the middle of the day a 
strong breeze cools things off. As we sat under these majestic mango trees for our community 
meetings, that breeze reminded me of the power of the Holy Spirit and the mystery of our lives 
and the hope for the future for our brothers and sisters.” 
 
Dr. Fegley spoke of seeing “a people in dire need of help, but not waiting to be helped. Much has 
already been accomplished. Currently under civil rather than military administration, the area has 
seen repaired roofs, teacher-training seminars and the instatement of a new curriculum. To finish 
their education, many cross the border and sit for final examinations in Moyo, Uganda. 
 
“Education was everywhere: from humble mud huts where tiny children enthusiastically recite 
their lessons to Diocesan headquarters where two women were training a dozen others to make 
soap from shea butter oil and caustic soda. 
 
“We visited five primary schools. From our 2006 donations, each school had been given a 
bicycle, incentives (pay) for their teachers, textbooks and stationary. Training seminars were 
provided for PTAs and school management committees (school boards). This is the first time that 
teachers have received any salaries in eight years. 
 
“The motivation of individuals and the human resources available as a whole far exceeded our 
expectations. We saw a people who have much to fear but who welcomed their strange looking 
visitors with smiles and both hands waving. They are a people with great spirit, great hearts and a 
great thirst for learning. As our brothers and sisters in Christ, they deserve our best efforts.” 
 
2007 – June 
Archdeacon Rick Cluett represented Bishop Paul while Mrs. Connie Fegley represented our 
diocesan World Mission committee at the enthronement, June 3, of Bishop Anthony Poggo, the 
newly-elected Bishop of the Diocese of Kajo Keji. “This was different from any other trip from 
the Diocese of Bethlehem,” said Fegley. “This one was to join our brothers and sisters in a 
celebration unlike any we have ever seen.” 
 
2007 – July 
Bethlehem and Kajo Keji met in London. During the first days of July, outside of London, Bishop 
Paul and Archdeacon Stringfellow met for prayer, conversation and fellowship with Bishop 
Anthony Poggo and the Rev. Emmanuel Murye, diocesan secretary of Kajo Keji. For two days 
they were joined by New Hope chair Charlie Barebo. “One message we all returned with,” Bishop 
Paul said, “is that Bishop Anthony, Father Emmanuel and we are clear on objectives, 
methodology, and the always important issues of transparency and accountability.” 
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